
My Child is Learning:  
Autumn Term 1 (Cycle B) 

Violet Class Topic: Human Survival  

English  
Set text 1: The Snail and the Whale, Julia 
Donaldson  
Set text 2: The Journey, Francesa Sanna 
Set text 3: Lost and Found, Oliver Jeffers  
 
Reading:  
Developing understanding of settings and events 
in stories; understanding how illustrations and 
captions add meaning; identifying main characters and settings in short texts. 
Speaking and listening  
Asking and answering questions about a shared text; retelling events in order 
using visual prompts. 
Writing: 
Writing short sentences with correct spacing and punctuation; beginning to use 
adjectives and conjunctions to add detail; maintaining even size, spacing and 
letter orientation for upper/lower case letters at the start of and within words 
 

Maths  
Comparing and Ordering: 
 
Knowing how and when to use the 
following symbols:  <, >, =  
Practising ordering numbers on number 
lines 
Building knowledge and skills in 
estimation  
Knowing how to round to the nearest 10 

 
 

Arts 
Drawing: Focusing on form and symbolic design  
 
Cave Art Examples 
Drawing from something remembered 
or imagined, as well as from direct 
experience. 
 
Key Skills: Tone, texture, shading, light 
and shadow; improved spatial 
awareness. 
 

Life Skills 
Life Skills - Keeping Healthy: 
Knowing what organ donation is  
Knowing what blood donation is  
Understanding what medicine is and why it is used  
Understanding what vaccines are and why they are important   
 

Food – Hygiene and Safety 
Developing hand washing routines  
Building knowledge in the safe use of equipment  
Understanding the difference between raw and cooked  
Understanding unsafe situations in the kitchen - 
sharp/hot 

STEM  
The Body and Body Parts: 
Knowing what the body needs to 
survive 
Knowing what the digestive system is  
Understanding respiration 
Identifying the 7 signs of a living thing  
Understanding the importance of good 
hygiene 
Recognising healthy foods/a healthy 
diet look like 
Understanding reproduction and the 
reproductive system  

Humanities 
History: 
Exploring seasonal traditions and harvest festivals in the past. 
Comparing how people prepared for winter 
long ago. 
 
Geography: 
Observing and recording seasonal changes. 
 
RE: 
Learning about Harvest Festival and Sukkot. 
Discussing thankfulness and giving in different faiths. 

Physical Education  
Basketball  
Practising skills in: 
 
Throwing 
Catching  
Dribbling 
Bouncing  
Shooting  
Pivoting  
Attacking 
Defending 

PSHE 
 
Who am I  
Exploring things we enjoy 
Identifying and celebrating personal strengths and skills  
Knowing and demonstrating ways to 
show appreciation for others 

RHSE  
 
Physical Health and Mental Wellbeing  

Understanding and identifying different ways that 
physical activity helps our mental wellbeing 
Exploring a range of different physical activities and 
how these make us feel  

 


